TEXT LEVEL
SAMPLES

The Developmental Reading
Assessment (DRA) is an individually
administered assessment of a child's
reading capabilities. It is a tool to
be used by instructors to identify a
students reading level, accuracy,
fluency, and comprehension. Each
level listed below has examples of
text for your child.




Book Levels 1-3

Down to Town by
Joy Cowley

s

DRA Level 1

These books consist of:

One line of text Repeated Text
Predictable text Large spaces between words
Supportive pictures

'8 ST

like my home,” “T like my home,”
said the man. said the spacegirl.
6 7
My Home by Joy Cowley
DRA Level 2.3

These books consist of:

Two or more lines of print Large spaces between words
Predictable text Repeated text (last page may be
Supportive pictures different)




Book Levels 4,6

DRA Level 4

These books consist of:

The Speed Boat by
Jillian Cutting

Two or more sentence patterns
Two to five lines of print per page
Supportive pictures

Higher level of vocabulary

More of a story line

Emma’s brother locked
at the tooth.
I pull it out,’’ he said.

““Nol’* said Emma,

The Wobbly Tooth by
Sherryl Jordan

DRA Level 6
These books consist of:

Three or more sentence patterns

Two to six lines of print per page

Some picture support (pictures now add to story)
May contain a few unfamiliar words

Ten to twenty pages in length



Book Levels 8,10

One dandelion seed In spring, the sun shone.
landed in the garden. | It was warm.

Winter came

and covered it with snow.

The Dandelion by
Brian & Jillian Cutting

DRA Level 8
These books consist of:

Three to eight lines of text per page

Some picture support

Variety of topics and text ( i.e.. Realistic, fantasy. etc.)
Either more pages or lines of text

May contain a few unfamiliar words

Sammy saw his bed He jumped
1 but he heard, "No. Sammy.
you can’l be i your bed now.”

Poor Samuny didn’t move, He did
uot know where to g

The car dear opened. Suddenly
he beard the car engine.

Sammy's Moving by
Kathleen Urmston

DRA Level 10
These books consist of:

Three to eight lines of text per page
Sentence patterns may not be repeated
Story has a beginning. middle and end
Some picture support

Text begins to resemble a true story lines
Story contains more actions and events
Ten to thirty pages in length



Book Levels 12, 14

Mom and I went shopping
at the mall.
We had fun together.

A o o o s Shopping at the Mall
and wrapping paper. By Kathleen Urmston
and Karen Evans
6
DRA Level 12

These books consist of:

Four to eight lines of text per page, longer sentences
Episodes may repeat to support story predictions
Some picture support

Reading vocabulary continues to expand

Stories begin to relate to children's experiences

Ned and Lottie were playing inside.

Mom looked out of the window. Lottie climbed over a fonce.
“The rain's stopped,” she said. “Come and walk in the wet grass,”

“Come for a walk." she said.

2 3

DRA Level 14
These books consist of:

Sentence patterns are no longer apparent

Some picture support

Stories are longer and more complex or short with difficult content

Stories begin to be categorized as realistic fiction, fantasy, folktales and
informational books

New sentences begin on the left margin



Book Levels 16, 18

At lunch, | say,
| think I'll go to town.'*

My tiger is pleased.

He loves to go to town.
He gets so excited, M 1 ¥
he <pills o dish of jom g
down his fur. y S Oppy Tlgel
By Joy Cowley
““You sloppy old figer.'
| say

“*Now you'll have
to hove o shower'' & =

- - @

DRA Level 16

These books consist of:
Pictures provide low level of support
Some books are longer with more sentences per page (30-40 pages)

Most stories are fictional, non-fiction stories are short with more difficult

content
New sentences begin on the left margin or are otherwise indicated by a
large space after punctuation

$3e wove it pa Doeslfe

ARt 3 rely, Rappy ek,
Wi det s
“Ttmaker B¢ vam nd gad.”

The Smile by
Janet Slater Redhead

Then Jad; Aiscevernet

the enlle was largs enoogh
1er moce (am (0e Peruen, Recke =

DRA Level 18

Generally marks the beginning of 2nd grade

Some books are beginning chapter books (30-60 pages)

May use shorter sentences and familiar vocabulary so readers can read
more rapidly

Book series are common at this level



Book Level 20

He walked fora loog time until he came 1o o
great big teee,
*That's a nice place for a res)” thought he.

And he st down very slonly, under the
tree and leaned back little by little against
the tree-trunk 5o us not to disturb the caps
on his head.

Then he put up his hand o feel if they
were steaight — first his own checked cap,
then the gray caps, thenthe hrown caps, then
the blac caps, then the red caps on the very
top.

They were all there.

So be went to sleep,

Caps for Sale
by Esphyr Slobodkina

DRA Level 20

May contain long stretches of text

Easy chapter like books - usually have pictures on every page or every
other page

Shorter texts have difficult vocabulary, challenging content, or
complex themes

Books are 15-75 pages long

Ilustrations are often black and white and children do not need them to
read text with high accuracy



Book Level 24

When at last she felt pesfoctly satisficd with them, she
J children. Follo
b Jack, Kack, Lac

Mack,

into line, fust 2s they
had been taught. Mes. Mallasd lod the way ot the water
and they swam bohind hor to die oppasite bank

Make Way for Ducklings by
Robert McClaskey

DRA Level 24

Many texts are longer chapter books with a few illustrations
Some longer picture books may be included

Print size is varied and often much smaller

Books range from fiction to biography to fantasy



Book Level 28

~/

o

Conclnsien

Anineals conmumunicars ooy dliferent Thoy conumuiicate when they are reqdy
wolve. They cormrmuunicale W wisrn coch To male, and they communizale @ worn
other of danger. Thoy comemunicabe o predators to Shoy awol

let cpach oiher Ropowe webaere Lo Ol fooel. _ . . s
The wavs in which animals compumicans

helTe them e shaj alive
el L

DRA Level 28 Animal Communication by Jenny Feely

Generally Marks the beginning of third grade

Shorter books are more literary or contain new information

Longer chapter books may feature everyday adventures

Chapter books are longer with few pictures (60-100 pages in length with

shorter chapters, 5-15 pages)

Informational books are generally shorter (between 15-30 pages)

The may contain text features such as indexes, glossaries, time lines. and
historical information



Book Level 30

sage the moment I'm gone. And keep the erown for
myself!”

Hold- Your-Nose Billy caught Cutwater's upraised
arm. “Hold offf There's something in what he
says.”

“You think he's angling for a share of the rowand,
Billyi”

“Likely 15,

“The greedy listle snipe,” Cutwater blcated.
“How wuch o you reckon we can sparc!”

“This calls jor private words. Let's parley. Follow
me."”

The moment the outliws ducked cut of the huy,
Jemmy turned on his compamon.

“Prince Hlockhead! You should wear your crown
to fend off woodpeckers.”

“lmposier! How dare you insult me!"

“You're enough to give the devil himself fite!
Haven't | so muddled their brains they want to turn
youloose? And you reward me with a royal squawk!”

The prince had crossed 1o the wicker basket aad
snatched up an uneaten apple tam. He gobbled nt
down.

“PHl retum to the castlc when U'm ready, When |
choose. And not a moment before!

fi
&

83 vy,

3

DRA Level 30 The Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman

Chapter books are about 100 pages or more with short chapters (5-15 pages)
More complex and sophisticated themes (immigration, death. and slavery)
Non-fiction titles are usually shorter
Books are beginning to be used to gain experiences that will help the

reader understand the world



Book Level 34

The farmers didn’t stop for lunch; they were too keen
1o finish the job.

“Hey there, Mr Fox!' yelled Bunce, leaning outof his
tractor, "We're coming to get you now!’

‘You've had your last chicken!" yelled Boggis, *You'll
never come prowling aroand my farm again!’

A sart of madness had taken hold of the three men.
The tall skinny Bean and dwarfish pot-bellied Bunce
were driving their machines like maniacs, racing the
motors and making the shovels dig at a ternfic speed.
The fat Boggis was hopping about like a dervish and
shouting, ‘Faster! Faster!"

By five o'clock in the afternoon this is what had
happened to the hilk

39

DRA Level 34 The Fantastic Mr. Fox By Roald Dahl

At the end of the year, many 3rd graders will be able to read this level
independently with understanding and fluency

Longer chapter books with a range of problems

Most books have between 50-200 pages

Some black and white illustrations are included

Vocabulary 1s sophisticated and varied



Book Level 38

Most of us were o scared to move. T ¥ =—=ar

But Janet started searching the bus. LAs 'ﬂ 2p, : l

In the glove compartment Ju_vflt&ﬂ‘%_mff

she found Ms. Frizzle’s lesson book. J&Z’ AL 3 —

As she began reading from it, *_, moon-SI )

a huge planet came into view. — AT - S

“Class. this Is Jupiter” Janet read. [?Anwld,m_yw{wfauw-

"It's the first of the outer plancts, ; e

and the largest planet in the solar system, 7‘/ = é("’, )‘45 ER:;I}.E ’]l

[/ pLANS EveryminG! )

e ~SES Bl AT S5 ‘-'r—\”/

{ = Y
| SHE SHoULDN'T TouCH
M. FRIZZLE'S THINGS.

U Y s oo
‘\ [ BuT THIS IS AN
( EMERGENCY

\ e

DRA Level 38  The Magic School Bus Lost in the Solar System by Joanna Cole

A variety of literary and informational texts, including history and
biography

Many texts are long, a maximum of 200 pages

Length 1s not as important in calculating the difficulty of the text--the
complexity of the text structure. the sophistication of the theme. and
the amount of background experience required to understand the
text are factors to consider



